
The LIGHT  
of the WORLD 

John 9                                                                                    

Jesus said back in chapter 8, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (8:12). In chapter 9 
we see a powerful example of that statement, and what it means for those who 
believe and for those who don’t believe.    

READ  John 9:1-12
What would it be like for someone who was born blind in Jesus’ day? What 
clues does the passage give us about what life was like for this man?   

Jesus’ disciples think the man’s blindness must have been caused by his sin, 
or the sin of his parents, a fairly common view. But Jesus knows what’s really 
going on. What does Jesus say about the situation of the blind man? What’s 
Jesus going to teach them about himself in this situation? (verses 3-5)    

What is the response of those who know the man, when they see him healed? 

READ John 9:13-41
How do the Pharisees respond to the news of this healing? What is the main 
stumbling block for them? Where have we seen this issue before in John? 

What did you do or change or put 
into practice this week as result of 

last week’s study? 



The Pharisees say they are disciples of Moses, not Jesus. What are they 
missing when they read the Old Testament scriptures (see 5:39-40 for a clue)? 
How might Christians today sometimes ‘miss Jesus’ in our interpretation of the 
Old Testament?   

How do we see the healed man’s response to Jesus develop through his 
interaction with the Pharisees, and finally in his meeting with Jesus? 

As we near the end of this story, we begin to see more of the blindness Jesus 
is attempting to address. Isaiah spoke about it in the Old Testament when he 
said that Israel were “ever hearing, but never understanding, ever seeing, but 
never perceiving” (Isaiah 6:9-11). It’s not that the Pharisees here couldn’t see 
Jesus and what he’d done — it’s that they were blind and living in the 
darkness, and had not understood the truth about Jesus or the healing (John 
1:5). In fact, they didn’t want to understand it.  
In light of the events that have gone on in John 9, and in light of what Jesus 
has said previously (particularly see 3:16-18), what does Jesus mean when he 
says “For judgement I have come into this world…”(v.39)? 

How does Jesus describe the Pharisees’ problem in verses 40-41? How can 
members of the Church today, sometimes claim to be able to see and yet 
actually be blind to the truth about Jesus? 

THINK ABOUT IT 
There are many who would prefer to live in ‘darkness’ as opposed to coming 
to the light of the world, Jesus. How can you respond to some of the denials 
and accusations non Christians make towards Jesus? 

How can we demonstrate the benefits of living in the light, to those who don’t 
follow Jesus yet?  

What will you put into practice this week as a result of this Bible passage? 


