
Line up Behind 
the Lamb   
John 1:19-51                                                                                    

 
A quick reminder. What is John’s purpose in writing his Gospel? (READ John 
20:30-31 if you need to refresh your memory)  

READ  John 2:19-34
Last week we learnt from John’s prologue about the nature of Jesus, the one 
who brings us life because he is the source of all life, and the one who makes 
us Children of God through faith in him. He makes God know to us because 
he is God. We also got a glimpse of John the Baptist, who has an extremely 
important role as a witness to this ‘Word’ of God who has come into the world. 

What do the Jewish leaders want to know about John, and how does John 
answer?   

What is John’s role and what/who is he bearing witness to (See Isaiah 40:1-5, 
and Isaiah 53:7-12 as well)?   

How does John make clear his position, and who he is lining up behind, and 
how does he know Jesus is the one to follow?  

What did you do or change or put 
into practice this week as result of 

last week’s study? 



THINK ABOUT IT 
How can our pride get in the way at times, when trying to follow Jesus, and 
how can we imitate the humility that John the baptist displays here?   

READ  John 2:35-51 
Again, John uses the title ‘Lamb of God’ to describe Jesus. Does he seemed 
bothered that some of his disciples start following Jesus instead of him? What 
do these first disciples of Jesus discover about Jesus’ identity? 

Next, Jesus calls Philip and Philip invites Nathanael to follow Jesus. What is 
Nathanael’s initial response and how does Jesus overcome his scepticism?   

Jesus promises Nathanael that he will see even greater things than Jesus’ 
knowledge of Nathanael himself. Then in verse 51 Jesus extends this promise 
to all the disciples there with him (the word ‘you’ as Jesus speaks here is in the 
plural, in the greek). This sounds similar to the vision of Jacob’s ladder in 
Genesis 28, where the truth about God and his promises to Jacob and his 
Fathers is revealed to Jacob from heaven. Jesus refers to himself in this 
promise as the Son of Man, the figure foretold in Daniel 7:13.    
  

In what ways will the disciples come to see the truth about Jesus and about 
Jesus’ identity as the saving/ruling ‘Son of Man’ revealed from heaven? 

THINK ABOUT IT 
Did you notice the effectiveness of personal invitation in bringing people to 
follow Jesus in this passage? In what ways can we invite people to meet/
investigate/follow Jesus today? 

What do we now know about Jesus, that Jesus promised the disciples will 
come to know? How can this knowledge give us confidence in inviting others 
to follow him?   

What will you put into practice this week as a result of this Bible passage?


