
The Source of Life   
John 1:1-18                                                                                    

 

READ  John 20:30-31
With some books, it can be helpful to read the end first, to get an idea of 
where the author’s headed before you start. From these summary verses, 
what would you say is John’s purpose in writing his Gospel account?  

READ  John 1:1-18
Chapter 1v1-18 is often called ‘John’s prologue’. As the narrator, he uses his 
introduction to pre-view the big ideas he goes on to describe in the rest of the 
gospel, so it’s a critical section.  

At first glance, how do these opening verses reflect what we’ve just read of 
John’s purpose statement in chapter 20?   

According to v1-5, what does John want the reader to know about Jesus?   

In these verses, how much is Jesus responsible for life as we know it?  

Where do people look to find 
purpose and meaning in life? 



Verse 5 refers to darkness in terms of sin and rejection. Do you see any hint of 
the rejection of Jesus in the rest of the prologue? Where is it and what do you 
think is the rejection that’s being described?   

The John in verse 6 is John the Baptist, who we’ll learn more about next week. 
What was John’s job in relation to Jesus? (see verse 15 as well) 

Read verses 10-18 again 
John was probably writing originally for a mainly Jewish readership (perhaps 
those scattered throughout the Mediterranean region), and much of the 
prologue speaks of Jesus’ relationship with the Jews.  

Though many of his ‘own’ people would reject him, what happens for those 
who receive Jesus? 

As we work our way through John, we’ll see that Jesus offers a radical new 
way of understanding how to have life with God. The closest Israel ever got to 
seeing God was when Moses boldly said to God at Mt Sinai “Now show me 
your glory.” (Exodus 33:18) But even then Moses was only allowed to glimpse 
the back of God as he passed before him. And from then on God would dwell 
amongst the people in his tent or tabernacle, though then it would be only 
Moses who would go in to speak to God there. 

With that background in mind, according to v14-18, why is Jesus better than 
the way God revealed himself during the time of Moses?   

THINK ABOUT IT 
Where do people look for life, other than in Jesus, and how can you help point 
to Jesus, or guide people to find life in Jesus? 

What will you put into practice this week as a result of this Bible passage?   


